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During the first twelve (12) months of a limited pr ovisional license no more than one (1) passenger yo unger 
than twenty-one (21) years of age is allowed in the  vehicle.  Immediate family and household members a re 

exempt from this rule. 
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IF YOUR ANSWER TO ANY OF THESE QUESTIONS IS ‘NO’ , THEN YOUR CHILD NEEDS A BOOSTER SEAT 
TO RIDE SAFELY IN THE VEHICLE.   BOOSTER SEATS MUST BE USED WITH A LAP/SHOULDER HARN ESS 

SYSTEM! 
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The three point turn: 
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Regulatory signs inform highway users of Traffic La ws or regulations that would not otherwise be 
apparent. 
 

    
�

�����
 

 

�
���	
�

 
 

�
�������
�����

 
 

�
�������������

 
 

    
�

�����������
 
 

�
����������

 
 

�
����������

 
 

�
����������

 
 

 
  

 
�

�����������
 
 

�
�����������F����

 
 

�
��������������
�

 
 

�
 ����������

 
 

    
�

����
���!���
 
 

�
��������

 
 

�
��������

 
 

�
��������	��

 
 



Rhode Island Driver’s Manual          �           www.dmv.ri.gov 

30 

    
�

���������
�����  
�

�����������������  
�

����������������  
�

�����������������  
��
��
����,,  �� �� �� �� ���� �� ���� ���� �� �� ��

  
Warning signs are used when it is necessary to aler t drivers to existing or potential hazardous 
conditions. 
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Guide Signs are used to guide motorists in destinat ion and direction.  They are directions to 
motorist services such as: Food, Rest, Telephone, P oints of Interest and Tourist Attractions.  They 
also include Freeway Route Markers: 
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·  To turn left:  Put left hand and arm straight out, 
keeping hand and arm still. 

·  To turn right:  Put left hand and arm up, keeping 
hand and arm still. 

·  To stop or slow down:  Put left hand and arm 
down, keeping hand and arm still. 

 
All signals should be given in time to let drivers 
in back of you know what you are going to do. 
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Divided roadway delineated by a median strip, jersey 
barrier, guard rail, etc. 

 

 
Multi-lane roadway, crossing center or side solid lines 

permitted to turn or in the event of a breakdown. 

  
 

Two-lane, two-way roadway, passing prohibited in both 
directions, crossing solid lines permitted to turn or in the 

event of a breakdown. 
 

 
Two-lane, two-way roadway, passing prohibited in one 

direction. 

 

 

 
Two-lane, two-way roadway, passing is permitted. 

 
Shared Left Turn Lane:   All vehicles use the center lane 

for turns. 
 

 

 
 

HOV Lane:  High Occupancy Vehicle - Carpooling. 
 

Reversible lanes: Motorist may travel in lane with green 
arrow. 

�
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Sign Panel 

 
Pavement Painting 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

�
���.�
���.�
���.�
���. ��������



Rhode Island Driver’s Manual          �           www.dmv.ri.gov 

37 

��
** ,,  �� 

 �� �� �� �� 11�� 

 		 �� �� �� �� 

 		 �� ��** ���� �� �� �� !! ��

�

�

A = Splitter or Refuge 
 
B = Crosswalk 
 
C = Center Island �
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1. MOTORISTS’ DUTIES WHILE NAVIGATING A ROUNDABOUT:  
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3. PEDESTRIANS’ DUTIES WHILE NAVIGATING A ROUNDABOU T: 
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Complete stop. Remain stopped 
until signal turns green. 

 

Clear the intersection, prepare for 
the red light. 

Go if clear after yielding or stopping 
for vehicles or pedestrians. 

  

  
 

Arrows tell motorist to 
stop/go in the direction 

arrow is pointing. 
 

Green arrows tell motorists they may proceed in the direction of the arrow (also 
known as a protected turn situation). 

 

  

 

 
Flashing red signal is treated as a 

stop sign. 
 

Flashing yellow will tell motorist to 
proceed with caution. 

Horizontal traffic signal 
 

    
 

Pedestrian Crossing Signals 
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Cyclists can reduce or prevent injuries by using pr oper equipment and following the laws and 
regulations associated with motorcycles:  
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Identify.  Locate any hazards in the driving scene by getting the big picture. THINK! 

 
 Predict : Judge where possible points of conflict may occur.     THINK! 
 
 Decide : Determine the actions to take and when and where to take them.  THINK! 
 
 Execute : Act by maneuvering the vehicle to avoid any conflict.   DO! 
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If an aggressive driver challenges you, take a deep  breath and get out 

of the way, even if you THINK you are right.  You d on’t want to be 
dead right.  Save your energy and your life for som ething worthwhile. 
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Violation Statute Fine 
Driving with expired registration 31-3-32 75.00 
Driving on expired license 31-10-30 75.00 
Obedience to devices (i.e. red light, directional arrows, 
etc.) 

31-13-04 75.00 

Eluding traffic light 31-13-6(3)(i) 75.00 
Operator left of center 31-15-3 75.00 
Overtaking on left 31-15-4 75.00 
Overtaking on right 31-15-5(a) 75.00 
Clearance for overtaking 31-15-6 75.00 
Places where overtaking prohibited 31-15-7 75.00 
No passing zone 31-15-8 75.00 
Following too closely 31-15-12 75.00 
Manner of turning at intersection 31-16-2 75.00 
Turn signal required 31-16-5 75.00 
Time of signaling turn 31-16-6 75.00 
Obedience to stop signs 31-17-4 75.00 
Right of way [to pedestrians] in crosswalks 31-18-3 75.00 
Safety belt/Child restraint violation 31-22-22 75.00 
Times when lights required 31-24-1 75.00 
No inspection sticker 31-38-3 75.00 
Speeding   
1-10 miles per hour (mph) in excess of posted speed limit  85.00 
11 mph in excess of posted speed limit with a fine of 
$10.00 per mile in excess of speed limit 

 195.00 minimum 

Cell phone usage (minors) 31-22-11.9 50.00 
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ALMOST ANY DRUG CAN AFFECT YOUR DRIVING 
SKILL.  HERE ARE A FEW THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND: 
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Chemical Test Refusal           Under 18 years of a ge 
1st Violation 
�  6 month license suspension 
�  $200 - $500 fine 
�  $500 highway safety assessment 
�  10 – 60 hours of community service 

�  $200 department of health chemical testing program 
assessment  

�  Special course on driving while intoxicated and/or 
alcohol/drug treatment 

2nd Violation (within a 5 year period)  
�  Up to 6 months of incarceration 
�  License suspension until age 21 
�  $600 - $1,000 fine 
�  $500 highway safety assessment 

�  $200 department of health chemical testing program 
assessment 

�  60 – 100 hours of community service 
�  Alcohol/drug treatment 

3rd or subsequent violation (within a 5 year period )  
�  Up to 1 year of incarceration 
�  2 – 5 year license suspension 
�  $800 - $1,000 fine 
�  $500 highway safety assessment 

�  $200 department of health chemical testing program 
assessment 

�  100 hours or more of community service 
�  Alcohol/drug treatment 

 
Driving While Impaired          Under 18 years of a ge 

BAC 0.02% - 0.1% 
1st Violation 
�  6 – 12 month license suspension 
�  $150 highway safety assessment or community 

restitution 

�  Special course on driving while intoxicated 
�  Alcohol/drug treatment 

2nd Violation 
�  License suspension until age 21 
�  $150 highway safety assessment or community 

restitution 

�  Special course on driving while intoxicated 
�  Alcohol/drug treatment 

3rd or Subsequent Violation 
�  Additional 2 year license suspension 
�  $150 highway safety assessment or community 

restitution 

�  Special course on driving while intoxicated 
�  Alcohol/drug treatment 

 
Driving under the influence          Under 18 years  of age 

BAC: 0.08% or above 
1st Violation 
�  6 – 18 month license suspension 
�  $500 highway safety assessment 
�  10 – 60 hours of community service 

�  Special course on driving while intoxicated 
�  Alcohol/drug education and/or treatment 

2nd or subsequent violation 
�  Up to 1 year of incarceration and/or $500 fine 
�  License suspension until age 21 

�  Special course on driving while intoxicated 
�  Alcohol/drug treatment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IT IS AGAINST THE LAW FOR A DRIVER OF ANY AGE TO 
CONSUME AN ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE WHILE DRIVING. 
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Driving while impaired                18-21 years o f age 
BAC: 0.02% - 0.1% 

1st violation 
�  1 - 3 month license suspension 
�  $250 fine 
�  30 hours of community service 

�  Special course on driving while intoxicated 
�  Alcohol/drug treatment 

2nd violation 
�  3 – 6 month license suspension 
�  $250 fine 
�  $300 highway safety assessment 

�  60 hours of community service 
�  Special course on driving while intoxicated 
�  Alcohol/drug treatment 

 
Chemical Test Refusal               Adults 
1st violation 
�  6 month – 1 year license suspension 
�  $200 - $500 fine 
�  $500 highway safety assessment 
�  10 – 60 hours of community service 

�  $200 department of health chemical testing program 
assessment  

�  Special course on driving while intoxicated and/or 
alcohol/drug treatment 

2nd violation (within a 5 year period) – Misdemeano r 
�  Up to 6 months in prison 
�  1 – 2 year license suspension 
�  $600 - $1,000 fine 
�  $500 highway safety assessment 

�  $200 department of health chemical testing program 
assessment 

�  60 – 100 hours of community service 
�  Alcohol/drug treatment 

3rd or subsequent violation (within a 5 year period ) – Misdemeanor 
�  Up to 1 year in prison 
�  2 – 5 year license suspension 
�  $800 - $1,000 fine 
�  $500 highway safety assessment 

�  $200 department of health chemical testing program 
assessment 

�  100 hours or more of community service 
�  Alcohol/drug treatment 

 
Driving under the influence       21 years of age o r older 

BAC: 0.08% - 0.1% 
1st violation – Misdemeanor     
�  Up to 1 year in prison 
�  30 – 180 day license suspension 
�  $100 - $300 fine 
�  $500 highway safety assessment 

�  $86 fee 
�  10 – 60 hours of community service 
�  Special course on driving while intoxicated and/or 

alcohol/drug treatment 
BAC: 0.1% - 0.15% (or unknown) 

1st violation – Misdemeanor   
�  Up to 1 year in prison 
�  3 – 12 month license suspension 
�  $100 - $400 fine 
�  $500 highway safety assessment 

�  $86 fee 
�  10 – 60 hours of community service 
�  Special course on driving while intoxicated and/or 

alcohol/drug treatment 
BAC: 0.15% or above 

1st violation – Misdemeanor   
�  Up to 1 year in prison 
�  3 – 18 month license suspension 
�  $500 fine 
�  $500 highway safety assessment 

�  $86 fee 
�  20 – 60 hours of community service 
�  Special course on driving while intoxicated and/or 

alcohol/drug treatment 
BAC: 0.08% - 0.15% (or unknown) 

2nd violation (within a 5 year period) – Misdemeanor  
�  10 days – 1 year in prison 
�  1 – 2 year license suspension 
�  Use of ignition interlock system for 1 – 2 years 

following the completion of the sentence 

�  $400 fine  
�  $500 highway safety assessment 
�  $86 fee 
�  Alcohol/drug treatment 

 
BAC: 0.15% or above 

2nd violation (within a 5 year period) – Misdemeanor  
�  6 months – 1 year in prison 
�  2 year license suspension 

�  $500 highway safety assessment 
�  $86 fee 
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�  $1,000 fine �  Alcohol/drug treatment 
BAC: 0.08% - 0.15% (or unknown) 

3rd or subsequent violation (within a 5 year period) –  Felony  
�  1 – 3 years in prison 
�  2 – 3 year license suspension 
�  Use of ignition interlock system for 2 years following 

the completion of the sentence 

�  $400 fine  
�  $500 highway safety assessment 
�  $86 fee 
�  Alcohol/drug treatment 
�  Seizure of the vehicle by the state 

BAC: 0.15% or above 
3rd or subsequent violation (within a 5 year period) –  Felony  
�  3 – 5 years in prison 
�  3 year license suspension following the completion of 

the sentence 
�  $1,000 - $5,000 fine 

�  $500 highway safety assessment  
�  $86 fee 
�  Alcohol/drug treatment 
�  Seizure of the vehicle by the state 

 
Driving under the influence            Serious bodi ly injury resulting 
1st violation – Felony 
�  1 – 10 years in prison 
�  $1,000 - $5,000 fine 

�  Up to 2 year license revocation 
�  Alcohol/drug treatment 

2nd violation (within a 5 year period) – Felony 
�  2 – 15 years in prison 
�  Up to 4 year license revocation 

�  $3,000 - $10,000 fine 
�  Alcohol/drug treatment 

 
Driving under the influence         Death Resulting  
1st violation – Felony 
�  5 – 15 years in prison 
�  5 year license revocation 

�  $5,000 - $10,000 fine 
�  Alcohol/drug treatment 

2nd or subsequent violation (within 5 years) – Felo ny 
�  10 – 20 years in prison 
�  5 year license revocation 

�  $10,000 - $20,000 fine 
�  Alcohol/drug treatment 
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NEVER ARGUE WITH THE OFFICER ON THE STREET ABOUT TH E 
MERITS OF THE STOP.  IF YOU CHOOSE TO, YOU CAN CONTEST THE 

TICKET IN A COURT OF LAW.  
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Warwick: Knight Campus, 400 East Avenue, Warwick, RI 02886 –  825-2182 

I-95 North, take Exit 11 (I-295) to Exit 1 onto Route 113 West.  Turn left at the first set of lights 
into the campus. 

I-95 South, take Exit 12B.  Bear left at fork to Route 113 West.  Turn left at the first set of lights 
into the campus. 

Lincoln: Flanagan Campus, 1762 Louisquisset Pike, Lincoln, R I 02865 – 333-7070 

Traveling North or South on Route 146, take Exit  to Route 123.  Turn left onto Route 
123/Breakneck Hill Road; continue to campus entrance. 

Providence:  Liston Campus, 1 Hilton Street, Providence, RI 0290 5 – 455-6019 

I-95 North to Exit 18 (Thurbers Avenue).  Bear left at the second light, take a right onto Eddy 
Street.  Travel Eddy Street and turn left onto Willard Avenue.  Take a left onto Staniford Street 
and the campus is on the right. 

I-95 South to Exit 19 (Rhode Island Hospital).  Take a left at the light on Eddy Street and continue 
to Willard Avenue.  Take a right onto Willard Avenue, then a left onto Staniford Street and the 
campus is on the right. 

Newport: 275 Broadway, Newport RI, 02840 – 851-1661 

From Newport Bridge:  Remain on access road to traffic signal.  Newport Grand will be directly 
across from the light.  Turn right onto Admiral Kalbfus Road.  Enter rotary and take first right onto 
Connell Highway, and continue to campus on right. 

From the North:  Route 114 South (West Main Road).  Turn right onto Coddington Highway to 
campus on the left. 
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Identity Documents  (legal name and date of birth*) 
·  Valid U.S./U.S. Territory or Canadian Driver’s License 

with photograph, signature, and date of birth (must not 
be expired for more than one year) 

·  Birth certificate: must be original or certified copy, 
have a seal, and be issued by an authorized 
government agency such as the Bureau of Vital 
Statistics.  Hospital-issued certificates are not 
acceptable. 

·  Baptismal certificate: must be original or certified 
copy, be issued by a church in the U.S., have an issue 
date of within one (1) year of applicant’s birth, and 

 

contain the date of birth 
·  U.S. or foreign passport (B1, B2, and expired 

passports are not acceptable) 
·  U.S. Naturalization Certificate 
·  INS form I-94 (document showing entry into U.S.) 
·  INS form I-688 (Temporary Resident Identification 

Card) 
·  INS form I-766 (Employment Authorization Card) 
·  U.S. Active Service, Retiree, or Reservist Military ID 

Card 

* Government issued Marriage Certificate/License required to prove name change from primary identity document. 
 
Signature Documents  
·  Valid U.S./U.S. Territory or Canadian Driver’s License 

with photograph, signature, and date of birth (must not 
be expired for more than one year) 

·  U.S. or foreign passport (B1, B2, and expired 
passports are not acceptable) 

 

·  Social Security Card 
·  Work or school ID 
·  U.S. Active Service, Retiree, or Reservist Military ID 

Card 

Proof of Residency Documents  
·  Valid Voter Registration Card (or certified letter from 

Board of Canvassers) 
·  Utility bill (gas, electric, telephone, cable, oil) in your 

name or in the name of an immediate family member 
with the same last name (proof of relationship must be 
presented) 

·  Personal check or bank statement with your name 
and address (no P.O. box) 

·  Valid original lease agreement with your name and  
 

address (Landlord’s name, address, and telephone 
number also must be provided) 

·  Payroll check with your name and address 
·  Welfare check stub or food stamp card with your 

name and address 
·  Insurance policy for your home/apartment with your 

name and address 
·  Property tax bill for your residence 
·  If a minor, school records, and parent’s license/ID with 

same address will be accepted 
 

Social Security Number  
The Division of Motor Vehicles is required by law to record Social Security Numbers for all applicants for a Driver’s 
License.  All new applicants must provide an official Social Security Card (laminated or metal cards are not 
acceptable).  All Social Security Numbers are verified electronically with the Social Security Administration.  If you 
do not have a valid Social Security Number, you must present a foreign passport and appropriate visa or 
documentation to validate the ineligibility for a Social Security Number. 
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A 

ABS – Antilock Braking System...................................................39 
Acceleration lanes.......................................................................24 
Accident (See Collision) .................................................. 41, 57-58 
Aggressive Driving ......................................................................49 
Airbags........................................................................................60 
Alcohol...................................................................................52-56 

B 

Basic Speed Law ........................................................................26 
Bicycle Riders .......................................................................36, 48 
Blind spot .................................................................. 23, 40, 43, 46 
Blowout .......................................................................................39 
Brake Failure...............................................................................39 

C 

Carbon Monoxide Poisoning .......................................................43 
Cellular Phone ............................................................................27 
Child Restraint Law.....................................................................14 
Collision ..................................................................... 41, 45, 57-58 
Construction................................................................................66 
Construction signs..................................................................30-31 
Counter-steer ..............................................................................40 
Cover the brake ..........................................................................37 

D 

Deceleration lanes ......................................................................24 
Defensive driving.........................................................................44 
Drugs ..........................................................................................52 

E 

Engine Failure.............................................................................40 

F 

Fire .............................................................................................42 
Four (4) Second Stopping Rule ...................................................45 
Freeway Driving ..........................................................................24 

G 

Graduated licensing system ........................................................12 

H 

Hand signals ...............................................................................33 
Headlights.............................................................................41, 50 
Highway hypnosis .......................................................................24 
Horse ..........................................................................................51 
Hydroplaning...............................................................................16 

I 

Implied Consent ..........................................................................53 
Inspection ...................................................................................10 
Insurance..............................................................................10, 65 
IPDE ...........................................................................................44 

L 

Lane changes .............................................................................23 
Lane Positions ............................................................................46 
License suspension.....................................................................12 
Limited Instructional Permit ...........................................................8 
 

M 

Motorcycles.................................................................................43 
MR. SMITH .................................................................................45 

N 

No zones.....................................................................................46 
Noise Limits ................................................................................64 
Nontransparent Windshield and Windows ...................................64 

O 

Off Road Recovery......................................................................40 
ORDERLY VISUAL SEARCH PATTERN....................................45 
Organ and Tissue Donor Program...............................................61 

P 

Parallel Parking...........................................................................22 
Park on Hills................................................................................22 
Passing.......................................................................................23 
Pedestrians...........................................................................37, 48 
Protected turn lane......................................................................37 

R 

Railroad crossing ...................................................................41-42 
Right Turn on Red.......................................................................37 
Right-of-way................................................................................37 
Road rage ...................................................................................26 
Road test ....................................................................................62 
Roadway Markings......................................................................33 
Rotary/Roundabout .....................................................................36 

S 

Safe Driving on the Highway .......................................................26 
School Buses..............................................................................48 
Seat Belts ...................................................................................50 
Signals........................................................................................33 
Signs...........................................................................................28 
Skid.............................................................................................39 
Starting On A Hill.........................................................................23 
Steering ......................................................................................60 
Stopping distance.............................................................16, 45-46 
Supervising driver .........................................................................8 

T 

Tailgating ..............................................................................26, 49 
Three-second rule.......................................................................45 
Tires............................................................................................60 
Trucks.........................................................................................46 
Turnabouts.............................................................................18-19 
Turn signals ...........................................................................17-18 

U 

Uncontrolled intersections ...........................................................37 

V 

Vehicle in Water..........................................................................42 
Velocitizing............................................................................16, 24 
Vision test .....................................................................................8 

Z 

Zone system ...............................................................................44 
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Office Address 
 

Cranston (Main Office):  600 New London Avenue, Cranston, RI 02920 
 
Middletown: 999 West Main Road, Middletown, RI 02842 

Wakefield:  Government Center, 4808 Tower Hill Road, Wakefield, RI 02879 

Warren:  Government Center/Police Headquarters, 1Joyce Street, Warren, RI 02885 

Woonsocket:  217 Pond Street, Woonsocket, RI 02865 
��
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Main Information (401) 462-4368 
Accidents (401) 462-5710 
Automobile Dealers' License & Regulation (401) 462-5731 
Cashiers (401) 462-5807 
Directions to Offices (401) 462-4368 
Disability Parking (401) 462-5840 
Enforcement (401) 462-5736 
Financial Responsibility (401) 462-5747 
Overweight/Oversize Permits (401) 462-5747 
Plates (401) 462-5801 
Sales Tax (Motor Vehicles ONLY) (401) 462-5765 
School Bus Safety (401) 462-5772 
Tax Delinquent (401) 462-5720 
Titles (401) 462-5774 
  
Operator Control 
 600  New London Avenue 
             Cranston, RI  02920 

 
(401) 462-0800 

  
Safety & Emission Control 
 325 Melrose Street, Providence 
  Office 
  Garage 

 
 
(401) 222-3886 
(401) 222-3884 

Road Tests 
 325 Melrose Street, Providence 

 
(401) 462-5750 
 

����������������
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